#50CHILDBENEFIT

Invest in children. Invest in the future.
FAMILIES ARE HAVING A TOUGH TIME.
THIS CAN CHANGE.
"I have 3 children and I work full time as a
nurse. Despite working, I have had to rely
on food-banks to feed my children. £50
child benefit would help me enormously. I
would be able to feed my children and not
have to ask for handouts. I am exhausted
and worry all the time. I do not want to
have to use foodbanks, I want to be able to
provide for my children myself, but rising
costs with childcare, rent, food, gas and
electric are making it difficult. I work hard,
but still struggle to keep on top of
everything." -Jane, Thrive Teesside

WE ARE CALLING UPON THE UK
GOVERNMENT TO RAISE CHILD BENEFIT
TO £50 PER CHILD PER WEEK

MAKING THE CASE: OUR RESPONSIBILITY
TO SUPPORT AND VALUE CHILDREN
Child benefit remains the fairest, the most practical and the most cost
effective way of recognising the extra costs and responsibilities borne by
all parents and carers.

To mitigate any potential risks to households with
children, raising child benefit will need to be
accompanied by a number of other steps, including- Abolishing the two child limit to
Universal Credit and Tax Credits.
- Removing the benefit cap.
This is a simple, efficient and cost-effective way of
helping families both in work and out of work. It
offers financial security and will have a positive
impact on addressing the issues associated with
child poverty and gender equality. The rise will
support and protect people's right to an adequate
standard of living and bring UK policies more in line
with our international human rights commitments.

Society as a whole has a responsibility towards children - Article 27 of
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child declares that
children have a right to ‘a standard of living adequate for the child’s
physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development’. It makes
clear that parents or others responsible for the child have primary
responsibility, but that governments should assist parents. UNICEF,
‘Child Poverty in Rich Countries, 2005, Innocenti Report card No
6, Innocenti Research Centre 2005.
The UK Government has signed several international documents that
protect these rights, most notably the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), and the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC). The UK Government must ensure that
policies surrounding welfare benefits, such as Child Benefit, meet
international human rights standards.
With jobs and livelihoods being lost and businesses closing, our
grassroots organisations are seeing the very real and immediate impact
COVID-19 is having on family incomes. On top of this, various welfare
reforms over the past decade have led to many people receiving less
income from the state. With an increase in in-work poverty, more people
are having to rely on social security to get by.

"Increasing Child Benefit to £50 a week
would enable me to buy school trips,
books and other school supplies for my
son. Ensuring he can get the most out of
his school days."

PUTTING IT INTO CONTEXT
In 1945, it was decided that because of the
importance of the childrearing role of the family to
the future of the whole community, the community
should share with parents the cost of children,
through family allowances. Child benefit has now
taken over this role.
Child benefit has reached more children living in lowincome families than any of the benefits or tax credits
specifically designed for them, and also reduces the
numbers who need them. Means-tested systems have
been described as better at excluding all the betteroff than including all those living on low incomes.
Child benefit provides some security and stability to
children and their Parents/carers in the changing
labour market of the twenty-first century, with its
growing proportion of part-time and temporary jobs
and increasing self-employment. - F Bennett,
‘Foreword’ in J Brown, Child Benefit: investing in the
future, CPAG Ltd, 1988.
The Commission on Social Justice suggested that the
increasing prevalence of fluctuating incomes was one
of the reasons why arguments against means-testing
were not old-fashioned but, on the contrary,
particularly relevant to today’s conditions. Cited inCommission on Social Justice, Social Justice:
strategies for national renewal, Vintage, 1994.

"If ‘targeting’ is the central
aim of the benefits system,
then in one important sense
universal benefits are better
than means-tested ones, for
virtually everyone entitled
to them takes them up."
Peter Kellner, the Guardian,
12 November 1988

"Children are not simply a
private luxury. They are an
asset to the community, and
the community can no longer
afford to leave the
provision for their welfare
solely to the accident of
individual income."
E F Rathbone, The Case for Family
Allowances, Penguin, 1940

£50/wk would give me the opportunity to
buy fresh local fruit & veg weekly and fresh
fish at least once, maybe twice a month. The
ability to save for good shoes. And, maybe
have a bit more peace of mind. Just maybe.
-Rachel Glanton

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Current Child Benefit entitlements are £21.05 per week for your first child and
£13.95 a week for any further children. (GOV UK)
Research shows that Child Benefit now covers only around 20% of what it takes
to bring up a child. Child Poverty Action Group: The cost of a child in 2019.
More than 1 in 4 children are living in poverty, that is over 4.2 million (CPAG).
The overall cost of raising a child up to age 18 (including rent and childcare) is
£185,000 for lone parents (up 19% since 2012) and £151,000 for couples (up
5.5% since 2012). Child Poverty Action Group: The cost of a child in 2019.
' 35 per cent of students on FSM; 25 per cent of low-income students; and 5 per
cent of better-off students identified cost as preventing them from having a full
school uniform. Those unable to have a full uniform said that this got them into
trouble and made them feel different to their peers.' -The Costs of Going to
School, from Young People's Perspective.
'Most young people reported not having all the books and equipment needed
for their studies. 21 per cent of students receiving FSM; 14 per cent of students
from low-income households; and 5 per cent of students from better-off
families suggested that cost was to blame. A lack of books, revision guides and
stationery meant that their ability to study was reduced.' -The Costs of Going to
School, from Young People's Perspective.
Pupils from low income backgrounds are less likely to make good progress at
secondary school compared to better off peers. The gap between low income
pupils’ attainment at the end of primary school and the end of secondary
school has widened; since 2012 low income pupils have been making less
progress year on year compared to their more affluent peers. (Low Income
Pupil’s Progress at Secondary School. Social Mobility Commission 27th Feb
2017)
Children growing up in poorer families emerge from our schools with
substantially lower levels of educational attainment (Poorer Children’s
Educational Attainment: How important are attitudes and behaviour, (March
2010, Joseph Rowntree Foundation)
Devolved nations within the UK are already leading the way in the reducing
child poverty. The Scottish Government enshrined the Child Poverty (Scotland)
Act in law in 2017 and, as part of that commitment, will launch the Scottish
Child Payment - otherwise known as the income supplement - at the end of
2020. (Gov scot- Scottish Child Payment)

INCREASING CHILD BENEFIT TO £50 PER WEEK PER CHILD…
…requires no
change to welfare
systems and
processes.

…is a simple,
efficient and
cost-effective
way of helping
families.

…will provide an
instant impact to
families in need.
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